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contiguous citrus area in the state. Fig. 6 shows a
representative orange plantation in southern California.
In general, the soils of this region are deep and very
fertile, being heavier near the coast and lighter in charac-
ter toward the interior. The two prevailing soil types
are the Placentia series, resulting from the weathering
of reddish granite, which outcrops at many places, and the
Maricopa series, which are alluvial in nature, being an
ancient flood plain. These latter soils are darker in color
and often contain smooth cobbles and bowlders in variable
amounts. Less important soil types are the black adobe
sometimes found on the foothills and the light sandy
soils of the river bottoms.
While the prevailing breezes are westerly, this section of
country is occasionally visited by characteristic hot
northers which blow with force for several days at a time
from the northeast. At such times the air becomes
excessively dry and high temperatures prevail. Such
desiccating winds are sometimes quite injurious to vege-
tation and cause a severe loss of water from plants and soil.
It is fortunate that such winds are not of more frequent
occurrence.
The southern coast is especially adapted to the growing
of lemons, which here produce a larger proportion of high-
priced summer fruit. Stored lemons also keep better and
expensive storehouses are not needed as is the case in
interior valleys. The cool summers also make it possible
to hold Valencia oranges on the trees until the follow-
ing October and November, when very high prices are
often realized. This section of country is also well suited
to the production of nursery stock, which is grown in very